—. Aber willst du wissen, warum Gott es so verhdngt, daf die weltli-
\.chen Fiirsten so schrecklich zu Fall kommen miissen? Ich will dir’s
sagen. Gott hat sie in einen verkehrten Sinn dahingegeben und will
ein Ende mit ihnen machen, geradeso wie mit den geistlichen Jun-
kern. Denn meine ungnidigen Herren, Papst und Bischfe, sollten
Bischéfe sein und Gottes Wort predigen. Das unterlassen sie und
sind weltliche Fiirsten gew rorden und regieren mit Gesetzen, die nur
Leib und Gut betreffen. Fein haben sie es umgekehrt: innerlich soll-
ten sie die Seelen regieren durch Gottes Wort; statt dessen regieren
sie dullerlich Schldsser, Stadte, Land und Leute und martern die
Seelen mit unsiglichem Morden. So ist es auch bei den weltlichen
Herren, die Land und Leute duBerlich regieren sollten: das unterlas-
sen sie; sie kénnen nicht mehr als schinden und schaben: eine Ab-
gabe auf die andere, einen Zins iiber den andern setzen; da einen
Biren, hier einen Wolf loslassen.® Dazuhin lassen sie keine rechte
Glaubwiirdigkeit und Rechtlichkeit bei sich finden; sie handeln so,
daf es Riubern und Spitzbuben zu viel wére, und ihr weltliches Re-
giment liegt ebenso tief darnieder als das Regiment der geistlichen
Tyrannen, Darum verkehrt Gott auch ihren Sinn, daf sie sinnlos zu-
fahren und geistlich iiber Seelen regieren wollen, wie jene weltlich
regieren wollen, So treiben sie es, um ja getrost fremde Siinde, Got-
tes und aller Menschen Haf auf sich zu laden, bis sie samt Bischfen,
Pfaffen und Ménchen zugrundegehen, ein Bosewicht mit dem an-
dern. Und dann geben sie die Schuld an dem allem dem Evange-
lium, und statt daf sie ihre Siinde bekennen, lastern sie Gott und sa-
gen, unsere Predigt habe das zur Folge gehabt,? was in Wirklichkeit
ihre verkehrte, bse Art verdient hat und noch ohne Unterlal ver-
dient. So machtert es die Romcr auc'n als sie vernichtet wurden.
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can understand that the Christian law tells us not to strive againgt
gtﬁs_gt_:_e, not to grasp the sword, not to protect ourselves, not to
avenge ourselves, but to give up life and property, and let whoeve,
takes it have it. We have all we need in our Lord, who will I{é
leave us, as he has promised [Heb. 13:5]. Suffering! suffering! Crogg|
cross! This and nothing else is the Christian law! But now YOu are
fighting for temporal goods and will not let the coat go after the
cloak, but want to recover the cloak. How then will you die ang
give up your life, or love your enemies and do good to them? ¢
worthless Christians! Dear friends, Christians are not so common-
place that so many can assemble in one group. A Christian is 5
rare birdl Would to God that the majority of us were good, pious
heathen, who kept the natural law, not to mention the Christian

law!

In saying this it is not my intention to justify or defend the
rulers in the intolerable injustices which you suffer from them. They
are unjust, and commit heinous wrongs against you; that I admiE__Ig
however, neither side accepts instruction and you start to ght with
each other—may God prevent itl—I hope that neither side will be
called Christian. Rather I hope that God will, as is usual in these
situations, use one rascal to punish the other. If it comes to a con-
flict—may God graciously prevent it/—I hope that your character
and name will be so well known that the authorities will recognize
that they are fighting not against Christians but against heathen;
and that you, too, may know that you are not highting Christian
rulers but heathen. Christians do not fight for themselves with
sword and musket, but with the cross and with suffering, just as

. Christ, our leader, does not bear a sword, but hangs on the cross.
| Your victory, therefore, does not consist in conquering and reigning,

| or in the use of force, but in defeat and in weakness, as St. Paul

!‘ says in II Corinthians 1 [10:4], “The weapons of our warfare are not

' l.natei'i'a'l","Biif are the strength which comes from God,” and, “Power
is made perfect in weakness” [II Cor. 12:9].
Your name and title ought therefore to indicate that you are

_people who fight because they will not, and ought not, endure in-
justice or evil, according to the teaching of(nature), You should use
that name, and let the name of Christ alone, Tor that is the kind of
works that you are doing. If, however, you will not take that name;
but keep the name of Christian, then I must accept the fact that 1
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m also involved in this struggle and consider you as enemies who,
":, Jer the name of the gospel, act contrary to it, and want to do
" ore to suppress my gospel than anything the pope and emperor
i ‘-}':,., done to suppress it.
g FRE T
~ If you were Christians you would stop threatening and resisting
E th—qfi_st_é._nd- sword. Instead, you would continually abide by the
s Prayer and say, “Thy will be done,” and, “Deliver us from
" Amen” [Matt. 6:10, 13]. The psalms show us many examples
' of genuine saints taking their needs to God and complaining to him
bout them. They seek help from God: they do not try to defend
themselves or to resist evil. That kind of prayer would have been
: nore help to you, in all your needs, than if the world were full of
people on your side. This would be especially true if, besides that,
vou had a good conscience and the comforting assurance that your
yers were heard, as his promises declare: “God is the Savior of
men, especially of those who believe,” I Timothy 4 [:10]; “Call
on me in the day of trouble, I will deliver you,” Psalm 50 [:15];
e called upon me in trouble, therefore I will help him,” Psalm
[:15]. See! That is the Christian way to get rid of misfortune
d evil, that is, to endure it and to call upon God. But because you
ther call upon God nor patiently endure, but rather help your-
es by your own power and make yourselves your own god and
vior, God cannot and must not be your God and Savior. By God’s
rmission you might accomplish something as the heathen and
phemers you are—and we pray that he will prevent that—but it
only be to your temporal and eternal destruction. However, as
Christians, or Evangelicals, you will win nothing. I would stake my
e a thousand times on that.
On this basis it is now easy to reply to all your articles. Even
fhough they all were just and equitable in terms of natural law, you
ve still forgotten the/Christian law.) You have not been putting
s program into effect and achieving your goals by patiently pray-
0 God, as Christians ought to do, but have instead undertaken
compel the rulers to give you what you wanted by using force
d violence. THis is against the law of the land and against natural
ce. The man who composed your articles is no godly and hon-
man. His marginal notes refer to many chapters of Scripture
which the articles are supposed to be based. But he talks with
s mouth full of nothing, and leaves out the passages which

“1.ord
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would show his own wickedness and that of your cause. He has
done this to deceive you, to incite you, and to bring you into danger,
Anyone who reads through the chapters cited will realize that they
speak very little in favor of what you are doing. On the contrary,
they say that men should live and act like Christians. He who seeks
to use you to destroy the gospel is a prophet of discord. May God
prevent that and guard you against him!

In the preface you are conciliatory and claim that you do not
want to be rebels. You even excuse your actions by claiming that

you desire to teach and to live according to the gospel. Your own
words and actions condemn you. You confess that you are causing
disturbances and revolting. And then you try to excuse this be-
havior with the gospel. You have heard above that the gospel

teaches Christians to endure and suffer wrong and to pray to God

heathen, you want to force the rulers to conform to your impatient
will. You cite the children of Israel as an example, saying that God
heard their crying and delivered them [Exod. 6:5-7). Why then do
you not follow the example that you cite? Call upon God and wait
until he sends you a Moses, who will prove by signs and wonders
that he is sent from God. The children of Israel did not riot against

 Pharaoh, or help themselves, as you propose to do. This illustration,

therefore, is completely against you, and condemns you. You boast
of it, and yet you do the opposite of what it teaches.

Furthermore, your declaration that you teach and live accord-
ing to the gospel is not true.  Not one of the articles teaches any-
thing of the gospel. Rather, everything is aimed at obtaining free-
dom foryour person. and for your property. To s it up, very
thing is concerned with worldly and temporal matters. You want
power and wealth so that you will not suffer injustice. The gospel,
however, does not become involved in the affairs of this world, but
speaks of our life in the world in terms of suffering, injustice, the
cross, patience, and contempt for this life and temporal wealth.

It is true, of course, that the rulers may suppress the gospel in
cities or places where the gospel is, or where there are preachers;
but you can leave these cities or places and follow the gospel to

""-\\_some other place. It is not necessary, for the gospel’s sake, for you

to_capture or occupy the city or place; on the contrary, let the ruler
have his city; you follow the gospel. Thus you permit men to wrong
. e | 3 i -
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away; and yet, at the same time, you do not

the gospel from you or keep it from you. Thus

rmit men to take e
i i not suffering, turn out to be one.
the two things, suffering and g i

occupy the city for the sake of the gospel, you rol? C
)’th";l city (I)ny _wha;__it;hjs_, and pretend that you are doing it forbthe
' friend, the gospel does not teach us to xob o
to take things, e‘iﬁgﬂloygh_@ﬂﬂmhﬁl@gﬂ.&%i&%{ﬁ);
using it against God, wrongfully, and to your injury: ﬂi_e E%Pu%
needs no physical place or city _i]:_i_..\j_fhﬁ;‘l]_’:t_o_é-_veu; it will an
dwell in hearts

you and drive you

* * &

On the First Article

“The entiza..cammunituh@ﬂc_.@?jp}vgﬂdw
to choose and appoint a pastor.” I@L_@‘ﬁ@lﬁ_ﬁ.lysLQEljgjfﬁ
‘understood in a Christian sense, even though the chapters in -ELE
in the margin do nmupiiﬁ_gg If___tbgypﬁ.iﬁs%ggs_m.
‘come from the rulers and not from the community, then the com-

munity cannot give these possessions to one whom they choose, for

that would be robbery and theft. If they desire a pastor, let theni_ :
"ﬁ;s_t“ﬂijhﬁbiirdésk__tk_w rulers to give them one. If the rulers are un-

illing, then let them choose their own pastor, and supp{)t;lt l'limrzut.
of their own possessions; they should let the rulers keep their prop-
erty, or else secure it from them
will not tolerate the pastor whom they choso and support, then 2 -
him fiee to another city, and let any flee with him who want %0 %9
as Christ teaches. That is a Christian and evange cal way to cho

ik e s—— =yl Lol T

AStor L i cts in an
and have one’s own pastor. Whoever does otherwise, a d

un-Christian manner, and is a robber and brawler.

On the Second Article

selves the tithes, which are not theirs but the rulers’, and walnt to
use them to do what they please. Oh, no, dear friends! ’Ehgg}_:i_tllg
Same as deposing the rulers altogether. Your preface expressly says
that no one is to be deprived of what is his. If you want to give
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gifts and do good, use your own possessions, as the wise map

[Prov. 3:9]. And God says through Isaiah, “I hate the Oﬁenngi;
( is given out of stolen goods” [Isa. 61:8]. You speak in this arti] 4
| though you were already lords i in the land and had taken alls‘ﬂ

property of the rulers for your own and wou]d | be no one’s sub 3

-.E

. and would give nothm___;g_ This shows wh&m intention reau
Stop it, dear sirs, stop it! It will not be you whm to &,
The chapters of Scripture which your lying preacher angd fa]::
prophet has smeared on the margin do not help you at all; they arg

against you. \
{ VT PLTM . }
e
Y et i S On the Third Article
e e i

SiYon, assert that 10 one is to be the serf of anyone else beca
!| Christ has made us all free. That is making Christian stian freedom 5
_ completely physical matter.{ I Did not Abfé.E“am [Gen 17:23] *'TJJ
other patriarchs and rophets have slayes? Read vﬁat St Padl
teaches about servants, who, at that time, were all slaves.  Thig
article, therefore, absolutely contradicts the gospel. It proposes rob-
bery, for it  suggests that every man should take his body away from
M{iﬂeﬂ though'his body is the lord’s property. A slave can be
a Christian, and have Christian freedom, in the same _way that a
] prisoner or a sick man is a Christian, and yet not free. This article| '
3 would make all men equal, and turn the spiritual kmgdom of Christ
| into a worldly, external I-ungdom, and that is unp0551ble A worldly
| kingdom cannot exist without an inequality of persons, some being
free, some imprisoned, some lords, some subjects, etc.; and St. Paul

[says in Galatians 5 that in Christ the ]ord and the _servant are,
equal‘

=k S

On the Other Eight Articles

The other articles, which discuss the freedom to hunt gamﬁ
amma]s and b1rds to catch fish, to use woo

the death tax, etp ._are all matters for the lawyers to dISCU.SS 5 ’s
not ﬁttmg that I, an evangehst should judge or make dec:lsloﬂs 1B
such matters. I am to instruct and teach men’s consciences in
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_ncern divine and Christian matters; there are books enough
+ the other things in the imperial laws. I said above that these

»s do not concern a Christian, and that he cares nothing about

He lets anyone who will rob, take, cheat, scrape, devour, and_}

for the Christian is a martyr on ea:rthf Therefore the peasants
properly to stop using the name Christian and use some other
2t would show that they are men who seek their human and
yral rights rather than their rights as Christians (For obtaining \_
; rights as Christians would mean they should keep quiet about

ese matters and complain only to God when they suffer.

;aL

R

Admonition to Both Rulers and Peasants

ow, dear sirs, there is nothing Christian on either side and
Christian is at issue between you; both lords and peasants
discussing questions of justice and injustice in heathen, or
ly, terms. Furthermore, both parties are acting against God
under his wrath, as you have heard. For God’s sake, then,
my advice! Take a hold of these matters properly, with justice
ot with force or violence and do not start endless bloodshed
nany. For because both of you are wrong, and both of you
to avenge and defend yourselves, both of you will destroy
elves and God will use one rascal to flog another.

* ¥ %

As I see it, the worst thing about this completely miserable
that both sides will sustain irreparable damage; and I would
y risk m life and even die J'.E I could ould prevent that from happen-

Sen and maintain their tyranny, their persecution of the gos-

i

ﬁ“d thexr un]ust “oppression of the poor, or else to help that

83



